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CHAPTER XL

Tlio Political Horizon Brightcn
The very violence of the Copperhead

Clement In the Democratic Convention
was the strongest antidote against its
fulmlnations There were hundreds of
thousands of Democrats who were sin-
cerely

¬

Union men whose sons were in
the army lighting for the salvation of
the country and who had naturally
been quite crit cal of the way in which
President Lincoln was carrying on the
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war Their traditions and habits of
thought were all opposed to Republi-
canism

¬

but the Copperheads left them
no choice They must either go over
Into the camps of the men who were
plotting treason agalnst the Government
or array themselves under thc Repub-
lican

¬

flag
We need not bo told that Lincoln

who had shown such marvelous success
in attaching the rank and file of the
Republicans to him was scarcely less
successful in attracting the Democrats
who were Union men at heart The
common people either gave Lincoln
their whole confidence and trusted him
to the uttermost or they hated him
with a corresponding fervor

At Chicago and elsewhere thru the
country the Knights of the Golden Cir-
cle

¬

had grossly overreached themselves
by the Intemperance of their utterances
and the wickedness of the r plots all of
which were laid bare The plot to re-
lease

¬

the prisoners at Camp Douglas
and burn Chicago liad top many con-
cerned

¬

In it to remain secret long and
soon the country stood aghast at the
revelations of the extent to which the
Copperhead traitors were prepared to
go The line was drawn sharper than
ever between those who favored the
preservation of the Union and those
who sought Its destruction Even Mc
Clellan while acceptng the nomination
from the hands of the convention felt
It necessary to explain that its acts did
not wholly meet with his approval
Loyal people felt that there was some ¬

thing sinister in the fact that the Demo ¬

cratic Convention did not adjourn as
was customary but took a recess to re ¬

assemble at such time and place as the
National Executive Comm ttec might In-

dicate
¬

This Implied that it was a
standing menace and ready at any time
to take advantage of any great disaster
which might befall the Union armies

In the Midsummer when the fortunes
of the Union army seemed at their low ¬

est ebb President L ncoln felt almost
hopeless of his re election He com ¬

mitted to writing a pledge that until
the end of his oillclal term his efforts
would continue unabated to carry for ¬

ward the war to a successful conclu-
sion

¬

One effect of the hardening of the
lines was to withdraw John C Fremont
and his radicals from this field Public
opnlon was In no humor for any fac-
tions

¬

or schisms that would endanger
Lincolns election And Fremont and his
associate on the radical Presidential
ticket promptly recognized this and
retired from the contest

Powerful Campaign Fnctors
The best and most convincing argu-

ments
¬

for Lincolns re election were
eoon to come from the deep mouths
of Farraguts guns and the shr 11 voices
of Shermans and Sheridan s rifles
Even before the convention assembled
at Chicago that peerless marshal of the
waves David G larragut had raled
himself to the plane of Nelson and Van
Tromp by leading his fleet between
the blazing forts directly Into Mobile
Bay destroying the Confederate fleet
he encountered there The Ink on
the pen with which had
written the platform was scarcely dry
when the North was electrified by Sher ¬

mans dispatch Atlanta is ours and
fairly won The delegates had only
newly reached their homes when Sheri ¬

dan falling at the Opcquau upon the
audacious raiders at Washington had
sent Early whirling up the Valley
and the skies brightened everywhere
not only for Lincoln for the coun-
try

¬

The greenback which had sunk
to the value of 38 cents when Early was
thundering at gate3 of the National
Capital leaped up to 50 cents when his
shattered columns were flying up the
Shenandoah when Shermans druni3
were greeting the morning sun in At-

lanta
¬

and Mobile the last of the open
Confederate seaports lay at the mercy
of Farraguts Columbiads

The effect of all this was eagerly
watched for Vermont voted first Sept
G and showed a slight gain of her vote
of two years before Maine followed
Sept 12 with a majority so reduced as

to give the opposition much encourage ¬

ment Indiana the Copperhead ridden
and peculiar field of the Knights of the
Golden Circle was the next to speak in
October and she electrified the country
by sho ing a change of SO 000 since
1862 re electing Gov Morton by 20000
majority and almost wiping out her
Democratic representation in Congress
Pennsylvania swung into line with a
good sized majority and altlio the head
of the Ohio ticket was merely a Secre-
tary

¬

of State the Buckeye State rolled
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up a majority of 51754 for him and
instead of having 14 Democrats and
live Republicans to represent her in
the IIouse sent 17 Republicans and
only two Democrats

These victories In October insured
Lincolns re election in November by
their unmistakable indication of which
way the tide was running

Maryland was In the throes of a
struggle not only for the supremacy of
the union element in the State but also
of the severer trial in the adoption of
an amendment which abolished slavery
in the State This was curried by the
help of the vote of her soldiers In the
field who were ullowed the franchise
against the fierce opposition of the Se-
cession

¬

sympathizers
When the Presidential election came

McCIellan carried only three States
New Jersey Delaware and Kentucky
giving him 21 electoral votes with Lln- -

coin carrying all the rest of the States
Ami Anluutiviiig i votes

Peace Overture
tho midst of tho ceaseless cruel

slaughter of the flower of the Nationsyoung manhood mingled with tho cries
of the people for the thousands who
fell on the light hand and the tens of
thousands on the left hand In the Wil-
derness

¬

Spotsylvania Cold Haibor and
Kenosaw In tho midst of tho humilia-
tion

¬

and sadness of tho defeats In Lou ¬

isiana and the Shenandoah Valley key¬

ing up the strain of a Treasury drifting
into bankruptcy came another grave
perplexity

Both sides were bleeding at every
pore The homes both and
South had been emptied to feed the
line of battle and each side was eager ¬

ly watching the other for some sign of
exhaustion and weariness Naturally
the Confederates were even more anx-
ious

¬

for peace than tho North but
to make an overture that would

be mistaken for weakness
In this they wore greatly by

r
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their Copperhead allies in the
Incited by the Knights of the Golden
Circle these were clamoring that the
President and his party did not want
peace hut to prosecute the war for the
destruction of the South They filled
the air with stories of the Immense for-
tunes

¬

which contractors and those in-

terested
¬

in the war were making In the
course of its prosecution There was
just enough of th s unscrupulous sor
didncss mingled as dross in the exalted
patriotism of the people to give color
to these charges just as the purest and
most elevated religion seems impossible
to escape gross cupidity among a few
of its devotees

The Copperhead press and orators
claimed that the President was lepiils- -
ng all the propositions for a settle-
ment

¬

and then Horace Greeley whose
spells of doing the wrong thing were
is periodical as the changes of the
noon was decoyed into helping further
his embarrassment of the Auministra
lon

On July 5 1864 George N Sanders
vroto to Mr Greeley to the effect that
lenient C Clay of Alabama James

Holcombe of Virginia and himself
ere very anxious to enter into tuntu

ive negotiations by which peace might
o brought about Mr Greeley wrote
u the President inclosing tho letter
nd urging that the Confcdciate Cora
llssioners be met saying among other
lings A widespread conviction that
c Government and its supporters arc
it anxious for peace and do not ini
rove proffered opportunities to achieve

is doing great harm now and is
orally certain unless removed to do
ir greater in the approaching elec- -

1011

Mr Greeley accompanied this with a
Ian of adjustment which he suggested
he President might advantageously of--
er The points of this were a declara- -
ioii that the Union vvas restored and
eclared perpetual slavery utterly and
orever abolished complete amnesty
or all political offenses with a restora- -
ion to all the Confederates of their full

oolitical rights the Government to pay
400000000 in five per cent stock to
ho late Slave Stales to be apportioned
ro rata according to the population
ie Slave States to be entitled to full
epresentation in the of Repre- -
entatives for the slaves so liberated in- -
tead of thrce fourtlis as previously
Ir Greeley added to this propostlon

I do not say that a just peace Is now
Itainable tho I believe it to bo so
lit I do say that a frank offer by you

3 the Insurgents of terms which the
mpartial must say ought to bo acccpt- -
d will at the worst prove an immense

md sorely needed advantage to the Na--
ional cause It may save us from a

Voiihcrn Insurrection
The so called Confederate Commis-

sioners
¬

asked to be allowed to go to
Vashlngton a safe conduct Mr
Jncoln saw at once that the talk of
leace was futile since these gentlemen
ould have no power from Jefferson

Havis to treat for anything less- - than
ndependence and the recognition of

the Southern Confederacy which of
ourse could not be considered for an
nstatit Greeley was Insistent how

ever and the President deputed him to
meet the Confederates at Niagara Falls
examine their powers and present tho
following in return

Executive Mansion
Washington D C July 18 18C4

To Wtfom It May Concern
Any proposition which embraces the

restoration peace the Integrity
the Union and the abandonment
of slivery and which comes by and
with an authority that can control the
armies now at war against the United
States will be received and considered
by the Executive Government of the
United States and will be met by lib-

eral
¬

terms on substantial and collateral
points and the bearer or bearers there
of Miall have safe conduct both ways

Signed Abraham Lincoln
This plain proposition pierced tho

bombast of the Confederates and Cop
perheads showing its hollowucss at a
glance Messrs Clay and Holcombe
tried to make capital out of it by firing
the Southern heart still hotter but
when the argument was being conduct- -

1365

tS fvo A 0 cWtrWv oJr Jfo-- WY

A CARTOON OF THE LINCOLN McCLELLAN CAMPAIGN

In

North

feared

aided

WASHINGTON THURSDAY OCTOBER

North

House

under

of of
whole

ed on the battlefield with mortal wenp
ons mere words were not sufficient to
Intensify this lire Greeley grumbled
that they were not allowed to offer their
proposition but this was only to cover
his own discomfiture in tho proceed ¬

ings
The Rev Col James V Jaquts of tho

73d III was another of tho radical
Abolltlonsts who had dono ho much to
precipitate tho war but whose knees
weakened when tho strugglo actually
came Tho Rev Jaques and Mr J R
Gllmore of New York went to Rich ¬
mond on a safe conduct from Jefferson
Davis and had a long talk with him
tho conclusion of which In Mr Daviss
words they reported as follows

I desire peace as much as you do I
deplore bloodshed as much as you do
but T feel that not one drop of tho
blood shed in this war is on my hands
I can look up to my God and say this
I tried all in my power to nveft this
war I saw it coming and for 12 years

Continued on page three

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

President Taft Called Upon to Select a Member of This August
a

Tribunal Speculations as to This Selection Possibly a New York

or Pennsylvania Man

I

President Taft has Jis first oppor ¬

tunity to nominate a jnomber of the
Supreme Court by the death of Asso ¬

ciate Justice Rufus V Peckhain It Is

the first vacancy since the retirement
of Justice Brown in the Spring Of 190G

Because of peculiar conditions the se-

lection
¬

of Justice Peckhams successor
will bo of unusual importance in deter ¬

mining tho character of judicial deci-

sions
¬

The deceased jurist ono of the three
Cleveland appointees In tho present
Court and the last Supreme Court Jus
tlco that Cleveland selected bolongcd
to the conservative school He was an
adherent of what has sometimes boon
called capitalistic Individualism be¬

tween which and tho nr ro recent Idea
of lurger governmental regulation the
Supreme Court has divlc od live to four
in many eases If tho i cw Justice be
Iloves In the broader intt rpretation that
approves of the rate law and other re-

strictive
¬

enactments of recent years
there will easily be a clear majority of
the court for that contention On the
other hand If he be of the more con¬

servative school the narrow division
between tho nine Justices will continue

The death of Justlco Ieckham at this
time embarrasses tho Court in Its pro-
gram

¬

of work Justice Moody Is still
seriously ill at his homo In Haverhill
Mass with acute rheumatism and will
not be able to resume Ills dull js belore
the beginning of thcrycar This leaves
tho Court consisting of but seven
Judges The possibility of an evenly
divided Court Is removed for the pres-
ent

¬

but there is an aversion to deci ¬

sions by but seven of the nine members
According to the custom observed in
such Instances the vacancy cannot be
filled till early Dece cnber when Con-
gress

¬

convenes The President has the
power to make a recess uppolntnint
and the --new Justice so named could
take his seat Immediately but In Judi ¬

cial selections of that Importance It has
become the practico that the nominee
shall not take his seat till confirmed by
the Senate as that body shares the re
sponsibility with the President of mak
ing nominations and must confirm ju
dicial nominations before Justices arc
sworn In for a life tenure

Great pressure will bo brought to
bear upon the President In selecting
the new law giver He has already
made it very clear however what his
course Is to bo In designating-- 7Vderal
Judges While ho will welcome advice
and suggestions front Suitors Re-rc- -

sentatives and ethers Jin will nut ac
cent uolitlcal Indorsements In other
words he Intends to appoint Judges
without being subjected to political ap ¬

peals

Gov Hughes as a Possibility
Both New York and Pennsylvania

will want to furnish the new Justice as
neither of those States rich ana popu ¬

lous beyond any others In the Union
have a member of the Court at present
Justice Teckham was from New York
Justice Shlras who retired In 130 J
came from Pennsylvania but was suc-
ceeded

¬

by Justice Day from Ohio It
is clear that kcw xonc anu Pennsylva-
nia

¬

will have a strong claim upon the
olace if the President Is able to find a
man of high attainments in either of
those Commonwealths As there has
been considerable mention of Gov Chas
r Hushes for the Supreme Court his
name will probably bo brought forward
now His eminent ability as a lawyer
together with his poplilnrlty as a public
oillclal would make his nomination ac
ceptable from a popular standpoint
But evon 11 Hie Ircsiueni were wining
to nominate Gov Hughes it would re-

main
¬

to be determfned whether Gov
Hughes would be disposed to resign
his Gubernatorial office in tho middle
of his second term That faction of
New York Republicans wth whom Gov
Hughes Is unpopular will be found
shouting loudly for his promotion to the
Eederal Bench

Suchft nomination woi Id bo pleasing
to them politically It wfould eliminate
the troublesome question as to whether
Gov Huches must run a aln next year
It mlKht also be pleas n to President
Taft especially If he Is Inclined to con-
sider

¬

Gov Hughes as a Presidentlal pos
sibility In 1912 But If the President is
to put a New York man upon the bench
he might chooso Attorney General
Wlcltersham whose legal ubility has
already been demonstrated McKinley
nominated his Attorney General josenn
McKenna to the Supreme Court Roose
velt did likewise with Attorney General
Moody But Mr Wlckersham 13 In the
midst of important Investigations Into
legal and legislative questions uffectim
tho Presidents Administration Mr
Taft would be averse to parting with
him at this stage because of these In-

vestigations
¬

and because of his reliance
upon Mr Wlckersham to draft several
Administration bins for the considera
tion of Congress Then Ihn President
has been anxlousjto rotaintho services
of the present members of his Cabinet
which he does not want to have to reor-
ganize

¬

during his present term Fur
thermore there has ibeen great criti
cism of the promotion of Attorney-Genera- ls

to the Supreme Court They in ¬

variably have case3 before tho Court
and judicial etlquetrprescrlbes that they
shall not sit at the hearing of cases In
which they have at any time nppeareu
as counsel The withdrawal of a Jus ¬

tice from such cases Uf not embarrass ¬

ing to the Court provokes undesirable
comment

Who From Pctmsjlvanla
If the appointment Is to go to Penn-

sylvania
¬

Secretary ofjSlnte Knox might
be considered but for the fact that he
declined a proffered nomination from
President Roosevelt to the Supreme
Hench while ho was In the Senate Some
think the present Counselor of the State
Department Henry M Hoyt of Penn-
sylvania

¬

a classmate of President Taft3
at Yale may be the new Judge The
Pi esident thinks very highV of him
and of his logal attainments But Mr
Hoyt who was for a ntmber of ycais
Solicitor General of the Department of
Justice has had noijudldIil experience
and President Taftils ori record is be¬

ing oplioscd to a systim by which
Judges arc given their Ijdiclal learning
after they are culled to llio bench

His Idea has been to plromoe Judges
from tho lower Federal dourts and Ills
has been followed In one or two In-

stances
¬

where tire President has had
the opportunity Therefore he may
try to find a Federal District Judge or a
t euerai circuit Judge who to the

Wctbmtt

the vromollon When President rtoosc
velt had the selection of a Supreme
Court Judge in 1906 Mr Taft then Sec-
retary

¬

of War was credited with having
urged him to nominate Circuit Judge
Horace II Lurton of Tennessee serv ¬

ing in the Sixth United States Circuit
Mr Taft was his colleague during his
service as a Circuit Judge

The South already has two members
of the Supremo Court in Justices Har-
lan

¬

and White und the selection of
Judge Lurton would make a third He
Is a Clovelund Democrat and was ap ¬

pointed early in tho last Cleveland Ad-

ministration
¬

It Is presumed tnat the
President will want to namo a Bepub
lican to the vacancy but It is possible
that ho will prefer to retain the long
cxlstent party division of six Republi-
cans

¬

and threo Democrats Politics are
J not supposed to exert any lnlluenco

with men once they have put on the
ermine of the highest Judicial position
in the land but Prcs dents have been
accustomed to name men of their own
political party for the places President
Harrison whose Judicial appointments
were probably tho ablest of any modern
President named Justice Jackson a
Tennessee Democrat Another Tennes
sccan than Judge Lurton Is mentioned
In connection with the vacancy secre-
tary

¬

of War Dickinson who Is a Cleve
land Democrat now G8 years old The
objection would be raised to him that
ho Is a little old for such an appoint-
ment

¬

and also that It would make a
vacancy In the Cabinet

A goodly number or names win be
urged but until the President speaks
no one will know the man to hold this

12500-a-yc- ar job on a life tenure
There has been much comment about
tho ability of tho Court In recent times
It Is not disputed that the Justices of
great reputation with the country are
practically all men who were appointed
prior to the advent or the McKinley
Administration Because of the respect
In which the court Is held little has
been sad about those matters In print
It has been quite generally conceded in
official circles however that political
considerations have weighed sometimes
during tne last 12 years in naming su-
preme

¬

Court Judges and instances are
cited where lawyers of mediocre ablLty
have been elevated to those high offices
There Is more than one Justice of the
present Court whose opinions carry
weight chiefly because of the concur-
rence

¬

of their brethren of the bench
To Strengthen the Court

There Is a very general hope that
President Tafts appointments to the
Supreme Court will strengthen It at
least In popular opnlon The senior
Justices like Harlan Brewer aniLWhlte

ro EenerullJ Tcgardcd aa the strongest
pillars of the Court The first two are
already past retiring age which Is 70
years It has happened that compara- -
tlvely unknown lawyers have developed
into very able Justices of tho Supreme
Court but the experiment is looked up-

on
¬

as hazardous and doubly so at this
stage when some of the lawyers hon ¬

ored with places on the Supicmo Court
have not enhanced their reputation
with lawyers or with the people

The Government has numerous posi-
tions

¬

which In salary are worth much
more than a Supremo Court Judgeship
The bestowal of those positions attracts
smalt attention where the selection of
a Supreme Court Judge is of Nation-
wide

¬

Interest A member of the Phil
pplne Commission for instance gets
15000 a year where a Judge of the

Supreme Court gets but 12500 with
an extra 500 thrown In is he happens
to be the Chief Justice A member of
the Interstate Commerce Commission
receives 10000 a year Some of the
Judges of the State Courts ot New York
receive 17500 a year And yet com-
paratively

¬

few people take notice when
there Is a vacancy In the Philippine
Commission or the Interstate Commerce
Commission True the appointments
are not for life

Our Supreme Court has been styled
the greatest tribunal on this earth
There Is much to justify the statement
It Is about the only Court in the world
that Is allowed to decide suits against
the Government of which It s a part
While guided in their decisions always
by the Constitution and the law the
Court has tremendous powers In shap ¬
ing National policies The advances in
legislation by Congress almost invaria-
bly

¬
go to the Supreme Court sooner or

later for review and adjudication Justps the rate regulation law enacted a
few years ago is now approaching se-
vere

¬

tests as to tho constitutionality of
Its various provisions

m m CONGRESS

The Battle for the Control of the

House Already Begun Rumors

of Coalition Between the Insur-

gents
¬

and Democrais

It Is a year away but the campaign
for the election of the C2d Congress is
on Speaker Cannon has jumped upon
tho platform in the West The result
of It Is seen in the activity of his lieu-
tenants

¬

and coworkers now straggling
Into Washington The gage of battle
has been thrown down President Taft
may have been responsible for the pre-
cipitancy

¬

with which the Hcpublican
leaders are springing to tho fray

He announced in Boston and Winona
weeks ago that he was training with the
regulars of his party He could not
compromise with Insurgents The fer-
ment

¬

of those remarks has been work-
ing

¬

as the President has been swlngng
around the big circle of tho mainland
The Insurgents forthwith began to
jump on Undo Joe and Senator

Aldrlch Senator Aldrlch has not yet
returned from his European tour but

Uncle Joe has entered right Into the
game with spirit and is jump ng on
the insurgents to beat the band

His dell has been uttered from the
Iowa district of Representative Hull of
Dcs Moines The Speaker there read
Senator Cummins and otler insurgents
ut of the party or at least said they
vere not Republicans if he was a Re-
publican

¬

Senator Cummins has ac-
cented

¬

the challenge He is coming to
Presidents mind is big enough to merit Chlcaso in a few days to make a reply
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Tlie Latesc trom the West
In Speaker Cannons home State of Illi-
nois

¬

It will bo November 1910 be-

fore
¬

the country votes for Congressmen
again The tenseness at this early date
seems to promise that it will be the
greatest and most spirited Congression-
al

¬

campaign In 20 years The fencing
for position will continue all thru the
coming session of Congress

Tor a Fight In the Open
The Speaker and other leaders of the--

regular wing propose to bring their op ¬
ponents right out Into the open A
question Republican candidates forCon- -
grcss must answer right at the thresh¬

old of their campaigns will be whether
If nominated and elected they will par-
ticipate

¬

in the caucus of House Re¬

publicans and be guided by It3 verdict
Thatwas a question which many Re
publican candidates had to face In the
last Congressional campaign but as far
as the RepuMfpans are concerned it Is
likely to be a very dominant question
next year

AH sorts of stories arc in the air re
garding immediate combinations be-

tween
¬

the Insurgent Republicans and
the Democrats alike of the Senate and
the House One report brought here
was that such a House combination has
already been effected It meant Chump
Clark tho minority leader would have
a formidable following at his back when
Congress comes together in December
In return for the support of the Repub-
lican

¬

Insurgents Democrats would not
nominate candidates for Congress in
tlielr illstrfrfs next venr Then in re- -
turn for that the insurgents would vote
for Champ Clark for Speaker It was
rather a pretty story Persons around
tho Capitol insisted that Representative
Burleson an aggressive Democrat from
Texas was authority for the statement
that the coalition had alreay been ar-
ranged

¬

and that Champ Clarks elec-
tion

¬

to the Speakership two years from
now was assured whether the next
House was Democratic or Republican

They are just kidding quoth Mr
Burleson when he was asked about the
rumored coalition The thing Is ab-
surd

¬

As far as anything I said the
story was based on a little Josh talk I
gave a few of the Republcans one day
In a committee room at the Capitol

Senator Flint Republican of Califor
nia who has just come to town sifts
heiiears there is every prospect of such
a coalition in tne House anu tnat tne
first step of legislation in the program
of tho opponents is to repeal the Pay ne- -
Aldrich tariff bH He likewise says
that a joint campaign between the Dem
ocrats and insurgent Republicans is to

e made next year for the election of
friendly Senators with a view to control
of the upper legislative branch after
March 1 1911 by Democrats and In
surgents Those two factions are not
far from a control of that body now
Tho margin this Winter will be too
narrow for th comfort of the Repub-
lican

¬

leaders It was only eight or 10
votes on the tariff bill and two or three
insurgent Republican Senators were
high protectionists Now the high pro
tectionists have lost one vote In the
death of Senator Johnson of North
Dakota whose successor for the com ¬

ing session and for part of the short
pension of 1910 11 will be a Democrat
Tho Governor of North Dakota Is a
Democrat and will nominate a man of
his own party to fill the vacancy till
the Legislature meets again

The Situation in tho Senate
If tho insurgents can capture control

of the Senate thru tho aid of Democratic
Senators there would be some chance
of their being able to repeal the Al- -
drich Payne law It is hardly probable
but such a propostlon promises to be
soTnething of a rallying cry for the Con-
gressional

¬

campaign In view of Presl- -
lent Tafts declaration at Winona that
the present tariff law Is an excellent
one a campaign for the repeal of the
tariff law would be construed as an at¬

tack against him and against his Ad
ministration It is very Improbable
that the President would give much
assistance to Republican candidates for
Congress running for office on such a
platform On the contrary it is more
likely that the powerful influence of the
Ilepublicen organization will be thrown
against the nomlnaton of Insurgents
for Congress and then ir such men arc
nominated that the regular organiza
tion will be lukewarm in support of
them at the polls

Doleful prognostications of such a
political battle now prevail Like many
other doleful prognostications in party
struggles for supremacy they may not
be real zed but may rather Indicate the
settling down process by which such a
triumphant organization as the Repub-
licans

¬

have makes ready for another
winning Political battles generally re
sult In the survival of the strongest and
sometimes of the fittest The combat Is
on and the Insurgents are welcoming
the opportunity to make a show of re-

sistance
¬

They are trying to arouse

j

i

a great popular following Their suc-
cess

¬
or failure will be demonstrated as

the primaries for the nomination of
candidates for Congress are held in tho
Middle West during the Spring anil
Summer

Interest in the Primaries--

For this reason the CongressionaLprl
marie3 and conventions will he exceed ¬
ingly zcstful The Administration will
certainly be drawn Into those contests
The Republican Congressional Commit
tee vvhlch usually delays going into ac¬
tion till after the long session uf Con ¬
gress adjourns will have business on its
hands right from the start The courso
of the Democrats will not be without
interest for It is to their advantage to
encourage factionalism on the other
side They will feel under 80in obliga ¬

tions to help the Insurgents f ri a tulet
way because the insurgents have co ¬

operated with theii 3Q extensively la
Senate and House

It Is worth noting that wiiilo tho in
surgent movement was based originally
as far as Congress is concerncu upon
ditsent from the conservative attitude
of Republican leaders toward the so
called progressive legislation affecting
corporations it is now centered upon
tariff The Republicans of Senate anl
House voted the new tariff law with
tho conviction that It would remain
upon tire statute books for eight or 10
years They believed that their major ¬

ity in the Senate could not be wiped
out for some time But the tariff agita¬

tion in the West has become so acuto
that Republican Senators in several
States are committing thempclves to a
repeal or modification of that law and
it cannot be questioned that the opera-
tion

¬

of the tariff law for a long period
depends largely upon the ability of the
Republican regulars to maintain their
majority in the Senate unimpaired

The regulars are crying out that tho
loss of the House in next years elec-
tions

¬

to the Democrats Imperils tho
choice of a Republican President In
1912 It would certainly give the Dem ¬

ocrats great hope for a Democratic
House In the 62d Congress would be tho
only National victory to the credit of
that party since 1892 As it now seema
probable that tariff is to be a leading
issue of the campaign next year tho
Democrats once in control of the Na
tonalHouse would be compelled to
frame a tarilt revision bill which could
hardly become a law by the signaturo
of a Republican President even if It

got by a Republican Senate
The Income Tax

But in the meantime something ot
the fate of the income tax amendment
which Congress- - submitted to the States
last year will become known A num ¬

ber of State Legislatures will meet this
Winter New York Massachusetts and
Rhode Island in the heart of the coun-
try

¬

expected to oppose the ratification
of the amendment will have legisla-
tive

¬

sessions this Winter when the in¬

come tax will come up for considera-
tion

¬

Should the amendment be ratified
by three fourths of the States by tha
time a Democratic House comes In a
change In the entire scheme of raising
Federal revenues might be among tho
possibilities

All this is reviewed to indicate some-
thing

¬

of the Issues over which the tw
big parties and the factions composing
each are to contend in the near future
It begins to appear that questions of
corporation control are to have a rela-
tively

¬
second place The American peo¬

ple at intervals take very kindly to dis
cussions over tariff and the signs ara
not wanting that a revival of popular
thought on rates of duty is coming
Older Republican heads have been In
sisting that It would come sooner or
later and that the popular agitation
which extended from 1SSS to J897 a
period of about 10 years would bo re-
peated

¬

Katuraiiy President Taft will have a
deep concern in these tarilt develop
ments which have a bearing upon tho
first notable work of his Administra
tion A remark In the courso of ono
of his Texas speeches that ho was
President for four years and then would
become a private citizen has been seized
upon as showing that he docs not In
tend to be a candidate for a second
term That does not comport with Ideas
his friends in Washington have regard- -
ng his attitude Ho Is known to have

been cherishing hopes for a second
term as pjactlcally ail of his predeces-
sors

¬
have done in recent times

Then again President Taft is not
f an te turn about when ho encoun ¬
ters opposition He speaks right out
and he does not desert those who ara

iJei -- s standard It iis open to que
tlon whether he would have taken his
present long journey if he had made up

p to etre at the close of one
term He made his alignment with the

i z forces clear when he started
on his lourney and In all probability
will fi - wtn them and stantt
for a renominatlon and a re election


